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A 
DESCRIPTION 
or Taz Two” • 


ALBINOS or EUROPE. 


ALBINOS, the b which che ths 
tugueſe call the white Moors, who are 
looked upon by the negroes as monſters. They 
at a diftance might be taken for Europeans; 
but, when you come near them, their white 
colour appears like that of perſons affected with 
a lepraly. 


In Saffure's Yoyages dans tes Aips, is the fol- 


loving account of two bays, at Chamouni, who 
A2 have 


aan 


[ 4 
"Kal By kat Albino. ee The elder, Who 
was at the end of the year 1785, about twenty 
or one and twenty years of age, had a dull look, 
with lips ſomewhat thick, but nothing elſe in 
his features to diſtinguiſh him from other ** 
ple. The ag who 1s two years younger, is 
5 a more agreeable figure : : heis gay and 
ſprightly, and ſeems not to want wit. But 
their eyes are not blue; the iris is of a very 
diſtinct roſe colour: the pupil too, when view- 
ed in the light, ſeems decidedly red; which 
ſeems to demonſtrate, that the interior mem- 
branes are deprived of the uvea, and of that 
black mucous ner that ſhould line them. 
Their hair, their eye · rows, and eye-laſhes, the 
down upon their ſkin, were all, in their infancy, 
of tlie moſt perfect milk white colour, and very 


fine; but their hair is now of a'reddiſh caſt, 
17er 


and 


15 1 


and has grown pretty ſtrong. Their fight toa, 
ks ſamewhat: ftrengthened z though they exaggery 
ate to ſtrangers their averſion; for the light, and 
half ſhut the eye-lids, to give themſelves a more 


extraordinary appearance. But thoſe who, like 


me, haye ſeen hem in their infancy, before they 


Were tutored to this deceit, and when too few 
people came to Chamouni to make this affecta- 


tion profitable to them, can atteſt that then they 


were not very much offended with the light of 
the day. At that time they were ſo little deſir- 


ous of exciting the curioſity of ſtrangers, that 


they hid themſelves to avoid ſuch; and it was 
neceſſary to do a ſort of violence to them, before 
they could be prevailed on to allow themſelves 
to be inſpected. It is alſo well known at Cha- 
mouni that when they were of a proper age, they 


were unable to tend the cattle like the other 
children 


[6] 
children at the fame age; and Urut ene of their 
uncles maintained chem out of | charity, at a 
time. of life wen others e of e. 
. * 
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I am therefore of opinion, that we may 
eonfider theſe two lads as true Albiaos; for if 
they have not the thick hps and flat noſes of the 
white negroes, it is becauſe they are Albinos of 
Europe, not of Africa. This infirmity affects 
che eyes, the complexion, and the colour of the 
bar; it even diminiſhes the ſtrength, but does 
not alter the conformation of the features, Be- 
ſides, there are certainly in this malady variqus 
degrees: ſore may have Jeſs Rrengrh, and be 
leis able to end e the light; but theſe circum- 
ſtances in thoſe of Chamouni, are marked with 
characters ſufficiently ſtrong to enticle them to 


the 


474 


82 


that variety of. the human fpecies denominated 
Albunos, | 


« When nature preſents the ſame appearance 
often, and with circumſtances varied, we may 

at laſt diſcover ſome general law, or ſome rela- 
tion which that appearance has with known cau- 
ſes: but when a fact is fo ſingular and ſo rare, 
as that of thoſe Albinos, it gives but little ſcope 
to conjectures; and it is very difficult to verify 
thoſe by which we attempt to explain it. 


Lat firſt imagined that this diſeaſe might be 
referred to a particular fort of organic debility; 
that a relaxation of the lymphatic veſſels with- 
in the eye might ſuffer the globules of the blood 
to enter too abundantly into the iris, the uvea, 


and 


8 
ind even into the retina, which might occaſion 
the redneſs of the iris and of the pupil. The 
ſame debility ſeemed alſo to account for che in- 
tolerance of the light, and for the whiteneſs of 


—_— 


But a learned phyſiologiſt, NM. Blumenbach, 
profeſſor in the univerſity ar Gottingen, who hs 
made many profound obſervations on the organs 
of ſight, and has conſidered with great attention 


the Albinos 85 Chamouni, attributes their in- 


- 


firmity to a different cauſe;! 5 © 


„ The ſtudy of comparative anatomy has 
furniſhed him with frequent opportunities of 
obſerving this phenomenon ;- he has found it in 
brutes, in white dogs, and in owls; he ſays it is 
generally to be ſeen in the warm-blooded ani- 


| mals ; 


— 


9 : 
= 4 


mals; but that he has never met with ir in thoſe 
with cold blood. Sie Ivf 92 2211 1 
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« From his obſervations, he is of opinion, 


that the redneſs of the iris, and of the other 


internal patts of the eye; as well as the extremo 
ſenſibility that accompanies this rednefs, is ow 
ing to the total privation of chat brown or 
blackiſh mucus, that, 'abour the fifth week af. 
ter conception, covers all the interior parts of 
the eye in its ſound ſtate. He obſerves, that 
Simon Pontius, i in his treatiſe de Coloribiis Ocu- 
brim, long ago remarked, that in blue eyes the 
interior membranes were leſs abundantly pro- 
vided with this black miicus, and were therefore 
more ſenſible to the action of light. This ſen- 
fibility of blue eyes agrees very well, ſays M. 
Blumenbach, with northern people, during their 


| long 


ö 


* 
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long twilight While, on the contrary, the deep 
black in the eyes of the negroes, enahles them 


to ſupport the ſplendor of the ſun's beam in 


—. 
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As to the connection between this red. co- 
lour of the eyes and the whiteneſs of the ſkin 
and hair, the ſame learned phyſiologiſt, ſays, 
that it is owing to a ſimilarity of ſtructure, 
conſenſus ex ſimilitudine fabric. He aſſerts, that 


chis black mucus is formed only in the delicate 


cellylar ſubſtance, which has numerous Hloog- 
veſſels contiguous to it, but contains no fat; 


like the inſide of the eye, the ſkin of negroes, 


tho ſpotted palate of ſeveral domeſtic animals, 
&c. And, laſtly, he ſays, that the colour of 
the hair generally correſponds with that of the 
iris. Gazette litt. de Gotingue, Octob. 1784. 18 

* At 


114 
At the very time that M. Blumenbach. 
was reading this memoir to the Royal Society 
of Gottingen, M. Buzzi, ſurgeon to the hoſ- 
pital at Milan, an eleve of the celebrated ana: 
tomiſt Maſcati, publuhed in the Ons ſcali Scelii 
de Milan, 15 84, t. vi. g. 11. à very intereſting 
memoir, in which he demonſtrates by diſſection, 
what Blumenbach had only ſuppaſc t. 


5 A peaſant, of about thirty years af age, 
died at the hoſpital af Milan, of a pulmonary 
diſorder. His body, being expoſed to view, 


was exceedingly remarkable by the-uncammon 
whiteneſs of the fkin, of the hair, of the beard, 
and of all the other covered parts of the body, 


M. Buzzi, who had long deſired an opportunity 
of diſſecting ſuch a ſubject, immediately ſeized 
upon this, He found the iris of the eyes per- 

fectly 


[12] 


fectly white, and the pupil of a roſe colour. 


The eyes were diſſected with the greateſt poſſible 
care; and were found entirely deſtitute of that 
black membrane, vhich anatomiſts call the 
uvea; it was ain to be ſeen either behind the 
iris, or under the retina; within the eye there 
was only found the choroid coat extremely thin 
and tinged of a pale red colour, by veſſels filled 
with diſcoloured blood. What was more ex- 
traordinary, the ſkin, when detached from dif- 
ferent: parts of the body, ſeemed alſo entirely 
diveſted of the | rete mucoſum; maceration did 
not diſcover the leaſt veſtige of this, not even 
in the wrinkles of the an where it is moſt 


| abundant, and moſt viſible: 


« M. Buzzi hkewiſe accounts for the white- 


neſs of the ſkin and of the hair, from the ab- 


ſence 


[3] 
ſence of the rete mucoſum, which, according to 
him, gives the colour to the cuticle, and to the 
hairs that are ſcattered over it. Among other 
proofs of this opinion, he alledges a well-known 
fact, that if the ſkin of the blackeſt -horſe be 
accidentally deſtroyed in any part of the body, 
the hairs that afterwards grow on that part, are 
always white, - becauſe the rete nicks which 
tinges thoſe hairs, is never regenerated with the 


ſkin, 


« The proximate cauſe of the whiteneſs of 
Albinos, and the colour of their eyes, ſeems 
therefore” pretty evidently to depend on the ab- 
ſence of the rete mucoſum; But what is the 


remote cauſe ? 


„In the firſt place, it ſeems probable that 


men 


n 
men affected with this infirmity, form no dif. 
tinct ſpecies, for they are produced from parents 
that have dark ſkins and black eyes. What 15 
it then that deſtroys the rote muceſum in ſuch 
perſons? M. Buzzi relates a fingular fad which 
ſeems to throw ſome light on this ſubje&, 


. + 
* 
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* A woman of Milan, named Calcagni, had 
| {even ſons; the two eldeſt had brown hair and 
black eyes; the three next had white ſkins, 


white hair and red eyes; the two laſt reſembled 
the two eldeſt. It was ſaid that this woman, 
during; the three pregnancies that produced the 
Albinos, had a continual and immoderate ap- 


petite for milk, which ſhe took in great quan- 
tities; but that when ſhe was with child of the 
other four children, ſne had no ſuch deſire. It 


is not however aſcertained, that this preterna- 
tural 


{ 15 } 


tural appetite was not itſelf the effecb of a cer- 


tain heat, or internal diſeaſe, which deſtroyed 
the yero- nucoſum in the children before they 
were born. 


„The Albinos of Chamouni are alſo the off- 
ſpring of parents with dark ſſeins and black eyes. 


They have three ſiſters by the ſame father and 


mother, who are alſo brunettes: One of them 
that I faw, had the eyes of a dark brown, and 
the hair almoft black. They are ſaid, however, 
to be all afflicted with a weakneſs of fight. 
When the lads are married, it will be curious 
to obſerve how the eyes of their children will 
be formed, The experiment would be parti- 


cularly deciſive, if they were married to women 


like themſelves. But this faulty conformation 


ſeems to be more rare among women than a- 


ai 


[ 26 } 


mong men; for the four of Milan, the two of 


Chamouni, the one deſcribed by Mauperitus, 
the one by Helvetius, and almoſt all the inſtances 
of theſe ſingular productions, have been of our 


ſex. It is known, however, that there are races 


of men and women affected with this diſeaſe, 


and that theſe races perpetuate themſelves in 


x 
Guinea, in Java, at Panama, &c, - 


« Upon the whole, this degeneration does 
not ſeem to be ow-ing to the air of. the moun- 


tains; for though I have _ the greateſt 


put of the Alps, and the other mountains of 
Europe, theſe are the only Indrenduals of the 


kind I ever met with: 
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